
AM I A RADICAL?

ecently I read an article by a brother-in-Christ who maintained that Christians were coming out of
“liberalism” and “radicalism”. Now I know I am not a liberal (“loosing what God has not loosed”)
but I do disagree with this brother on certain issues. He might even maintain that I was a radical

(“one who takes an extreme position”). It is a sad day in spiritual Israel when one is called a “radical” for
striving to stay with the Scriptures and having a “thus saith the Lord” for what Christians and the Lord’s
church do in this world!
Am I a radical because I preach what the Bible says about refusing to fellowship false teachers?
Fellowship is turning out to be of prime importance among the churches of Christ in the first decade of
the 21

st
Century. Many Christians (including preachers) base their fellowship of others upon past

“friendships” and associations. They invite “marked” (Rom.16:17) false teachers to speak in Gospel
Meetings, Seminars and Lectureships. Their excuse: “Well, he is my friend and he won’t teach anything
like that here”. Brethren, ‘friends” can change, but the word of God does not change. They forget what
the apostle John and the Holy Spirit decreed: “If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine,
receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: For he that biddeth him God speed is a
partaker of his evil deeds” (2 John 10-11).
Some of my preaching brethren have no qualms about appearing on the same speaking program with a
false teacher and remaining quiet as a church mouse about this brother’s false teaching. Have they not
wondered what the Lord would do if He suddenly returned and found them there? Would Paul have been
on the same lectureship with the Judaizers of Acts 15? Would John have allowed himself to be on the
same podium with a Nicolaitane (Rev.2:5-6)?
A preacher should preach/teach what the Bible says about fellowship and false teachers. He should also
practice what he preaches; always mindful of what the Lord sees and not what others think. “Neither is
there any creature that is not manifest in his sight; but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of
him with whom we have to do” (Heb.4:13).
Am I a radical because I preach that compromise and toleration of false doctrine is a great evil in
the church today? Compromise and toleration of false doctrine is a great evil in the world today as it
has always been. Speaking specifically of greed but I believe the principle applies here as well, Jesus
said, “No man can serve two masters”(Matt.6:24). We cannot oppose a false doctrine such as Elder
Reevaluation/Reaffirmation, in which the office of elder becomes a political football, while holding hands
with those who espouse it and practice it. Some brethren have this strange spiritual weakness called
compromise which the Lord never had. For example, He did not hold hands with the Sadducees while
opposing their materialistic doctrines. “Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the scriptures,
neither the power of God?” (Matt.12:24).
The apostle Paul strongly opposed the Judaizers who tried to bring Gentile Christians under the yoke of
the Law of Moses. Peter opposed them also (Acts 15:10), yet later compromised his position at Antioch
by refusing to eat with Gentile brethren when certain of his Jewish brethren were present (Gal.2:11-15).
Peter wanted it both ways. And Paul “resisted him to the face, because he stood condemned” (Verse 11,
ASV). The Christian also stands condemned before the Lord when they tolerate false doctrine/teachers
in the name of so called “harmony” and “brotherly love”.

Lord willing, I plan to continue to preach and teach against false doctrine and to refuse fellowship
to purveyors of it. Though at times it may be a lonely position, I believe that I am in good company.

Roelf L. Ruffner
Cheyenne, WY
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Learning How To Hate
ate is one of those words, when exhibited in the heart, speak volumes about a person’s character.
Those who are burdened with hatred for fellow-man are blinded by ignorance that breeds
wickedness. When one hates a person, it implies looking down with contempt at someone. It suggests

an attitude of abhorrence and repugnance. Yet, God condemns the hatred of fellowman, one cannot love God
and hate his brother. It is written, “If someone says, 'I love God,' and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who
does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?” (1 John 4:20 –
NKJV). Jesus taught that we should love and pray for those who hate us. “You have heard that it was said, ‘You
shall love yaw neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you,
do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you” (Mat. 5:43 1,1).
Jesus taught all men not to hate, not to hold animosity or hostility toward anyone. But, there are some
things that men must learn to hate. We must learn to hate those things that God hates. One should not love
things which God abhors.
God hates sin! “These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: A proud look, A
lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in
running to evil, A false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows discord among brethren” (Pro. 6:16-19).
All who fear God will hate sin. “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way
And the perverse mouth I hate” (Pro. 8:13). Sin is a cancer on society, a rottenness to any people that will
destroy any nation.
Today, that which is abhorred by God is paraded in our nation as good. Sexual immorality is accepted as
the norm, lying is absorbed into the fiber of young and old alike. It has come to the point that those who
stand against sin are portrayed as unloving, cold-hearted. and uncaring. The greatness of the United States
of America is tarnished by sin. We have become a people “who sees no evil, speaks no evil, and hears no evil.”
Yet, the cancer of sin is eating away at our homes, our morals, our nation. As a people, we are doomed unless
we learn to hate sin as God hates sin.
Let us all seek wisdom from God’s Word to light our path out of the darkness of sin. It begins with each of
us desiring to please God, for if one seeks to please the Lord, he will learn to hate sin!

Paul Vaughn, Lewisport, KY
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GUEST EDITORIAL

WHICH SON DID HIS FATHER'S WILL?

During His confrontation with the chief priests and elders, Jesus asked them whether
John’s baptism was from heaven or from men, and they refused to answer. Then He spoke to

them the parable of the two sons: “‘But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to
the first and said, “Son, go, work today in my vineyard.” He answered and said, “I will not,” but
afterward he regretted it and went. Then he came to the second and said likewise. And he
answered and said, “I go, sir," but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?’
They said to Him, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and
harlots enter the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness,
and you did not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots believed him; and when you saw it,
you did not afterward relent and believe him’”(Matt. 21:28-32).
Even though the chief priests and elders refused to answer the question Jesus had asked them
about the source of John's authority, and even though they claimed not to know whether John’s
mission were human or Divine, Jesus made an application of the principle involved, in such a
way as to indict them for their self-righteous hypocrisy.
The Israelite people in the first century could be compared with a man’s two sons. One son
made great claims about honoring his father. He spoke great swelling words about his
willingness to work in the father’s vineyard. But upon examination, the fruit of any such labor
was not to be found. His honor to his father was in words only. The other son was openly
rebellious. He did not intend to honor his father or work in his vineyard -- but later, he repented
of that attitude and went to work. Jesus’ question to the priests and elders was “Which son did
his father’s will -- the one who said he would work but didn’t, or the one who had not intended
to do such work, but changed his mind and did the work his father asked? His question implied
that one of the two sons did indeed obey the father. The priests and elders correctly identified
the obedient son as being the one who repented and did the work.
Then Jesus made application of the parable: When John came preaching the baptism of
repentance for the remission of sins, a Divinely commissioned message, and pointed to Jesus as
the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29), it was, for the most part,
those who had earlier rebelled against God’s will who were led to repent -- the harlots, tax
collectors and other “hardened” sinners. On the other hand, those who talked long and loud
about their devotion to God and claimed to be faithful workers ended up rejecting God’s chosen
messenger and his message. As Luke writes, “But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the
counsel of God for themselves, not having been baptized by him” (Luke 7:30).

Tim Smith
Dothan, AL

Ken Chumbley

NEWS AND NOTES
Keep in your prayers the following: Helen Culpepper, Pam Gossett and mother, Kathy Treadway’s
mother, Lavonne McClish, Linda Chumbley, and Rachel Fitzpatrick’s aunt (Eula Baker) who has
cancer, Maomi Aaron’ sister who has having health problems, the Moulton family in England and Tim
Smith.
Glenn Aaron will be able to return to work with restricted duties tomorrow.
Sister Grimsley was still sick and unable to be out Sunday.
Rachel Fitzpatrick was in Tennessee last Sunday with her mother visiting Rachel’s aunt, Eula Baker.
Please see the latest e-mail from the Moulton family on the notice board and keep them in your prayers.
There will be an soup and finger food pot-luck after the evening service on May 25. Plan to stay and eat
together.

MAY CHURCHES AID EACH OTHER IN
EDIFICATION AND EVANGELISM?

At the close of the Colossian letter, Paul said: “And when this epistle is read among you, cause
that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read, the epistle from
Laodicea” (Col. 4:16). Here is a command for these two churches to cooperate with each other
in a matter of teaching, edification, or evangelism. The one church was to “CAUSE” the word
of God to be read in another church, and that church was to aid the other by returning the favor.
The Jerusalem church sent Barnabas to Antioch to aid the church there in edification and
evangelism (Acts 11:20 - 26). A great many conversions resulted from this cooperative work. The
Jerusalem church later sent four of its preachers and teachers to aid the church at Antioch in
edification and evangelism (Acts 15:22-35). They also sent a part of the written word of God
to the Antioch church, just as the church at Colossee had been commanded to do in sending one
of the books of the New Testament unto another church (Col. 4:16). O yes, money was also
sometimes sent by cooperating churches to aid another church in edification and evangelism (2 Cor.
11:8). Here money was sent by cooperating churches to bring “SERVICE” to the church at
Corinth. While the passage does not say whether the money was sent to Paul directly, or to the
church for him, the fact that that matter is left indefinite shows that it would not make any
difference in either case. God left it indefinite so that we might know that we might do it either
way, else he would have plainly told us to whom the money must be sent. Funds were sent for
the “Relief unto the brethren” in Judea, but they sent it to the elders for the brethren (Acts 11:29-
30) and not directly to the brethren. It may have been thus in Paul’s case.

Gus Nichols
Deceased


