The Inconvenient Church

It is the precious body of the dain and risen Savior (Col. 1:18). The church was purchased

at an awful cost—the blood of Jesus Christ (Acts 20:28). It is not an afterthought of
heaven—the church is indeed so valuable that Christ “gave himself up for it” (Eph. 5:25). It is
not, then, agarden club or afraterna order for folks with nothing else to do on Sundays. Neither is
the church merely a socid association or afashion review. Membership in God’s church is not for
political advancement. It is far more than getting a check mark in heaven for one hour of weekly
attendance. Men may say the church is unimportant — God tells us exactly the opposite.

D 0 not ever underestimate the church of Christ. The Lord’ s church was born in the mind of God.

Disciples of our Lord were not asked to follow the Master only into fields of daisies or calm rose
gardens. The church was never intended to be one of convenience. The followers of Christ were not
promised only cam seas and smooth sailing. Christians are not “| want” folks they are servants and
followers. They walk with the Savior injoy and peace, true enough (Rom. 14:17), but they are dso
bidden to follow into the dark recesses of Gethsemane. “And he saith unto them, My soul is
exceeding sorrowful even unto death: abide ye here, and watch” (Mark 14:34). Early saints were
beaten, jailed, and killed for the Lord's cause. Even today the faithful find adversaries and trids. If
your priority isfinding areigion of convenience, look elsewhere, friend. “Then said Jesus unto his
disciples, If any man would come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and
follow me’ (Mat. 16:24). Christianity will not leave you alone — it chalenges you to greater
heights (Phi. 3:12-14). The devoted follower of Jesus Christ is never content with the status quo
but is aways seeking to better himself. He meekly accepts the correction of the Word (Jam. 1:21).
He is keenly aware of his faults and flaws and recognizes his absolute dependence on God (1 Cot
10:12; Gal. 6:1). He thinks of others before himsalf and seeks the good of the kingdom (Rom. 15:1; 1
The. 5:11). His priorities are clear (Mat. 6:33). The church needs such soldiers, workers, defenders,
and humble servants — they are the only ones who will see heaven a the end of life. The church
smply does not need lukewarm, pew-warming, Bible-dumb, forever griping, pride-filled, status-
seeking, money-loving, just-like-the-world members. We have enough of those in the brotherhood.

If you want convenience, go to the corner store. Go to the drive-through window at the “Golden
Arches.” But do not ever view our Lord’s church as a convenience. It was not convenient for
Chrigt to purchase it, and it was not convenient to be a Christian in the first century. It sill is not
convenient to be a Chrigtian. It takes effort, dedication, zeal, humility, and sacrifice. If your walk is
aways easy and convenient, it is not the walk of a Christian. And if in fact, you are looking for a
convenient church, you are not seeking the one Christ built. The one you are looking for is not in the
New Testament. It isin the yellow pages under “H” for “hell-bound.”

Lynn Parker
New Braunfels, TX
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THE GOODNESS OF GOD

here are millions of people throughout the world who are searching for God. They seek to find

I Him in different ways and different places. They look for God through the eyes of a moralist, in

the face of a child, in philanthropic humanitarianism, and in world religions. Books written by

men have impeded the progress in this quest for God. The writings of Confucius, Hinduism,

denominationalism, Judaism, and Islam have brought about confusion. Yet, God can be found if one

just looks to the means that He has provided for this search. God has given man the Scriptures so

man can be complete in his knowledge about God. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and

is profitable for doct'ine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of
God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

It is in the Scriptures that man can learn about the nature of God. God is love: “He that loveth not
knoweth not God; for God is love” (1 John 4:8). God is merciful, kind, and gracious (Exo. 34:6;
Luke 6:35; Num. 14:18). It is written, “Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne:
mercy and truth shall go before thy face” (Psa. 89:14). God’s judgment is just because it is
according to truth. Those who reject the truth of God will receive their just reward. “But unto
them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and
wrath” (Rom. 2:8). Therefore, God is both good and just!

This study will focus on the Goodness of God. It is a reality that God is good. Good can be
used in many different ways. An honest man is often described as being good. One may have many
good friends or good neighbors. There are many things that are good. A computer can be called
good because it is useful in writing or research.

Good is also used to describe moral goodness. In this principle, the goodness of God is described.
David used this type of logic in describing the moral character of God. He said, “Good and
upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way” (Psa. 25:8). In this wonderful
verse, one can see that God provides instructions for man to walk the pathway of righteousness.

Continued on page 3
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KE"' Monday July 21, marked the 83" anniversary of the conclusion of the Scopes
Eli trail — often referred to as the “Monkey Trial” in which the state of Tennessee
K” “ brought a case against a school teacher for teaching evolution in the public
school. John Scopes was convicted and sentenced to a fine of $100. Last Monday one of
the local radio hosts referred to this event and commented to the effect that things haven't
changed in that it is still questioned as to whether evolution should be taught in schools. | beg to
disagree, and | contacted the radio station of my disagreement. Things have changed in that in
most public school systems in this country evolution is the norm and the teaching of biblical
creation, if not banned atogether, is frowned upon.
What has changed? Has evolution been proved to be true science and the biblical account
creation been proved to be fraudulent? Evolution has not been proven to be true science and the
biblical account creation has not been proved fraudulent? What then has changed? What has
changed is that many, a vocal number of scientists that believe, but cannot prove, the theory of
evolution, have been able to persuade school systems and politicians that creationism has no
place in the scientific classroom. Indeed, most of the science text books approved for use in
schools do not even teach creationism as a possible theory for how the universe in which we live
came into being but rather teach evolution as being a proven scientific fact whereas, in fact,
such has not been proved. Today, it is often claimed that because creation is taught in the Bible
it has no place in the science class and if the biblical account of creation is to be taught
anywhere it should be in a class where the Bible is dealt with as literature. This revolves around
the false concept that many have regarding the relationship between church and state. They
advocate that religion has no role in the state and for public funded schools to teach creationism
violates the principle of “separation of church and state.” However, the constitutional provision
was, as can be clearly seen, by the study of history, simply there to prevent the establishment of
one religion over another as a “state religion” like the established church in England and other
counties in Europe.
The tragedy of this is that many children grow up not knowing the biblical account of creation
nor how it can be shown that the Bibl€e s teaching does not violate scientific law but, in fact, the
creation account as given in Genesis is more in tune with true science than the theory of
evolution. While it is true that biblical creation cannot be proved scientifically, it is equaly true
that evolution cannot be proved scientifically either. From the point of view of science both are
theories as they cannot be proved by the scientific method.
Since, at the present time, most of our children will not learn the truth in the science classroom
because many teachers are either unwilling or unable to teach the truth, the responsibility rests
with parents in the home (Ephesians 6:4; 11 Timothy 1:15) and in the church (Titus 2:1). May
we be ever diligent to teach the truth and let us not be intimidated by supposed scientists who
boldly proclaim evolution as a fact of science when it is nothing more than a theory and seek to
challenge them to prove their claim and to show that the biblical account of creation violates

scientific principle. The truth has nothing to fear.
Rew Chumbley

NEWSAND NOTES

Keep in your prayers the following: Helen Culpepper, Pam Gossett and mother, Lavonne
McClish, Linda Chumbley, and Rachel Fitzpatrick’s aunt (Eula Baker) who has cancer,
Maomi Aaron’ sister who has having health problems, and Tim Smith.

We welcome Wanda Walker into the family here at Belvedere. Wanda was baptized into
Christ on Tuesday night, July 22"

We will be having afellowship meal immediately following our worship service this morning.
We would encourage you to stay and eat with us.

The Goodness of God Continued from page 1

Those in sin can be freed from the guilt and iniquity if they humbly obey the instructions of God. The
goodness of God has provided the way of escape from the penalty for sin.

Good is translated from the Greek word agathos. It “describes that which, being ‘good’ in its character or
constitution, is beneficial in its effect” (Unger and White). Goodness means “that which is moral, ethical,
righteous, and faultless in and of itself.” God is the sum total of all perfection. Therefore, goodness is an
attribute of God!

God is good. Because He is good, we have a moral and ethical standard that is righteous and faultless.
The good in our society does not come from man, but. God. God directs man through His Word to walk the
pathway of righteousness. Seeking and doing that which is good in His sight. How much better this world
would be if mankind would follow God’s moral and ethical standard. The world can be changed for the
good. It begins with us seeking to do that which is good in the sight of God, because God is good.
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Paul told our long departed Thessalonian brethren to, “Pray without ceasing,” that is, to have
regularly scheduled prayers. Paul’ s inspired pen indicated that prayers were to be made for the leaders
of the nations, the sick, the healthy, the preachers, the lost and a host of others. We should ask God to
forgive us, to help us do better in the future, to protect our loved ones, to prosper the work of the
church, etc. Our prayers should be for ourselves, but not for ourselves exclusively, We must be
careful not to be selfish in our petitions! Pray for others! Pray for the ability to serve others. Pray for
the good of others. Pray for the work He gave usto do. Pray without ceasing.

Tim Smith, Dothan, AL




