| Don’'t Take Sides

ho is on the Lord's side? This was the question which Moses asked shortly after Aaron had made

the golden calf to worship. In Exodus 32, we have the account of a very grievous sin being

committed while Moses was on the mountain talking with God. In addition to worshiping the
golden calf, they were showing their shame by being naked. M oses demanded them to make a choice asto
whom they would serve. Later, just before Moses died, he again pleaded with the people, “See, | have set
before thee this day life and good, and desth and evil; therefore choose life” (Deuteronomy 30:15).
The people of God have aways had to make choices-take sides. They have had to “judge’ as to what was
good and what was evil, then make up their minds for which side they were going to cling. After al, there
have always been only two sides—the Lord’ s side and the devil’s side. Our Lord taught us when He said,
“No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one and love the other; or ese he will hold to the
one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve both God and mammon” (Matthew 6:24). So, when we hear
people say, “I don't take sides,” it is clear which side they have aready chosen. They don't like the
implication of serving the devil; but, what else isit. Jesus aso said, “He that is not with meis againgt me;
and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad” (Matthew 12:30). On doctrinal matters, matters of
faith, the Christian has no choice of sides if he wants to be a friend of the Lord. When we are passive and
remain silent when we should be speaking out and keeping the commandments of the Lord to reprove,
rebuke, exhort, mark, avoid and have no fellowship with certain kinds of behavior among our brethren, we are
choosing the devil’ s side. Y ou cannot cover it up by saying, “1 don’t take sides.” Do you recall the teaching
of James? “Know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a
friend of theworld isthe enemy of God” (James 4:4).

This same teaching is repeated by John: “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If
any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For al that is in the world, the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world
passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever” (1 John 2:15-17).
There is another clear case of making a choice of sides which we must redlize; it is a choice between the
love of the Father or the love of the world over which Satan reigns. When we fellowship the works of
darkness within our ranks (i.e. within the church), or even have pleasure in those who do, we have aready
taken sides with the devil. There is no gray area or middle ground, or a fence to straddle for us to select.
Lukewarmness is sickening to our Lord and he will vomit those out who try to avoid taking sides against evil
and wickedness.

For the past severa months, our brotherhood has been well supplied with documentation about certain
brethren who are among us, living as though they have not sinned publicly, and who refuse to repent. And,
there are those who “have pleasure” in having full fellowship with them, completely disregarding what the
Scriptures clearly teach: “Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy
of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them” (Romans 1:32). They may have never
sad it so boldly publicly; but, they have taken sides whether they intended to or not. In the long ago, Joshua
expressed as though the people thought it was evil to serve the Lord. He said to the people of God: “And if it
seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which
your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye
dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). As certainly as they were called
on to take sides in the battle for righteousness, ever Christian is al'so called upon to take the same side that
Joshua and Paul took who was “ set for the defense of the Gospel of Christ” (Philippians 1:17).

- Alton Fonville
<. Paul, AR
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GOD'SCOMMANDSARE
KNOWABLE AND DOABLE

(Deuteronomy 30:11-14)

“For this commandment which I command thee this day, it is not too hard for thee, neither is it
far off (verse 11). Moses makes plain that the commands he has given them are neither too hard to
do nor too hard to understand. The same is true for the Gospd. Paul quotes from Deuteronomy
30:11-14 in describing the Gospel: “But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, in thy mouth, and in
thy heart; that is the word of faith, which we preach” (Romans 8:8). The silly notion that no one
can know for sure what God’s Will is, is a modern idea. It is certainly not Biblical. “Ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free’ (John 8:32). “And hereby we know that we
know him, if we keep his commandments’ (I John 2:3). Such skeptics should be required to read
and mark the claims to knowledge that John makes in hisfirst epistle.

There seems aso to be among us some who think that the commands of God are difficult to know
and to do that we live in a congtant state of sin. Y et John says, “For thisisthe love of God, that we
keep his commandments. and his commandments are not grievous’ (I John 5:3). There are some
who consider the commandments of God so grievous that they deny that we are under any law
at al. But if we are not under any law, then we could never sin, since sin isthe transgression of the
law (Romans 5:13). And if we cannot sin, then there is no need for the grace of God. The very
fact that we are under grace implies that we are under some law, or we would have no need of
grace.

— Darrell Conley
Jacksonville, FL

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
WEDNESDAY::
Bible Classes for all ages 7.00 p.m.

SUNDAY:
Bible Classesfor all ages 10.00 am.
Morning Wor ship 11.00 am.
Evening Wor ship 6.00 p.m.
EVANGELIST: Ken Chumbley - Tel. No. (803) -279-8663
www.belveder echur chofchrist.org E-mail church@belveder echur chofchrist.org




's GUEST EDITORIAL:
KEN NEF Have You Ever Been Alone?

I‘ ﬁ “For Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world, and is departed unto Thessalonica;
Crescens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for
heis profitable to me for the ministry” (11 Timothy 4:10-11).
Have you ever been alone? | do not necessarily mean have you ever been without physical company in aroom, but
alone. Feeling empty and incomplete even in a crowd? | do not know the extent to which Paul was lonely without
those who had left the faith or those who had |eft his physical presence to minister elsewhere, but when | read the
two verses selected for our text | am made to think that he may have been concerned over their absence physically
as well as thinking of other considerations. As | read many of Paul’s writings, | think that he understood what it
meant to be lonely.
For example, think of those former friends of histhat he had to leave in the interest of the gospel. The simple fact is
they were incompatible with his present profession of faith. He could never enjoy the same relationship with them
again. They were opposed to the Christ of Calvary and he was fully dedicated thereunto. They despised Him Whom
he adored. | have former friends from whom | have been separated due to the gospel they have forsaken. At times |
miss them. | wish things could be as before, but they cannot — not unless and until they repent and being their lives
into conformity with the Lord of my life.
Think of the family members Paul must have left behind upon his conversion and their continued rejection of the
Savior Who made Paul the man he became. Maybe there was an Uncle Hezekiah who taught him to fish. Perhaps
an Aunt Mary who baked those cookies Paul (then known as Saul) loved so much. We do not know much about
this aspect of his life, but | know that it hurts at times to have Faith separate us from family. Still and all, it is
necessary sometimes. Neither Paul nor | am complaining about it, | am just stating facts — sometimes we must leave
family members and go with Jesus in order to be saved. It is hard, but only for a few years... the reward is more
than enough to make us forget the struggles.
Loneliness is a hard thing — one of the hardest with which men must contend. | wish | had some magic formulato
share with you to overcome it, but | have found nothing like that with any lasting effect. When | am lonely | try to
meditate on some of the things | am afforded in Christ — Jesus loves me; He has gone to prepare a place for me
where I'll dwell in the midst of the holy ones of the ages, even if many former friends have forsaken me | still have
some who stand beside me — they call, drop by for a visit, send notes of encouragement, and etc. — and though
many family members have no use for me now those who do are more precious to me than all the gold in the world
could ever be.
Basically, when you are lonely only you have the information to see you safely through — you and the Lord, that is.
Y ou know the passages of Scripture that will lift your spirits. Sing that hymn that means so much to you. Think of a
biblical character that had things much worse than you do. Let your mind formulate alist of the blessings Jesus has
in store for you in heaven! Send a card to someone else you think is having a hard time of it — you might well be
surprised at how much helping others will ultimately help you. Pick up the phone and call atroubled friend.
Encourage them. Make a list of ten good qualities about you. Make a list of things to which you aspire. And above
all — pray! Our heavenly Father understands your pain in ways no man or woman can. He wants to help! Won't you
let him?
The next time you are lonely try to remember that you are loved. Your true friends love you. Those family
members who have not ‘bowed the knee to Baa’ love you. | love you. And, more than anything or anyone €lse,
Jesus loves you. With Him you will make it through and be just fine. Give Him a chance — He died to show you
how special you are to Him. He loves you more than anything in either world. May God help you and bless you in
every good way.
Tim Smith
Dothan, AL

Rew Cliambley

NEWSAND NOTES

Keep in your prayers the following: Helen Culpepper, Pam Gossett and mother, Lavonne
McClish, Linda Chumbley, and Rachel Fitzpatrick's aunt (Eula Baker) who has cancer,
Maomi Aaron’ sister who has having health problems, and Tim Smith.

Wanda Walker was still having problems with her foot earlier last week as aresult of stepping
on anail.

The Chumbley’s are grandparents again (making number seven!). Zachary Taylor Moses was
born on August 8, 2008 at 5.10 p.m. He weighed in at 6lb 50z and was 19.5 inches. Zachary,
his parents (Ellen and Kyle) are doing well.

Kimberly Wilson leaves for Athens, GA today to continue her studies at Georgia University.
Jennifer Wilson leaves on Thursday as she begins her higher education. Our prayers are with
then in their studies and that they will remain faithful to the Lord.

Quote from the past ...

“The number of men who are willing to work on either side of a question that will pay would be
surprising to those not in position to know and who have not become accustomed to such
things. It is the discouraging feature about the work of churches today. So few men are willing
to stand to their convictions — nay are willing to have convictions on any subject that will
interfere with their worldly success. But truth can never be maintained, save by those who are
willing to honor their own convictions, cherish a keen sense of right, are afraid of the least
participation in that which iswrong, and will honor and maintain the truth, let it cost what it may
of popularity or private prosperity. Let us, then, drink, deeply of the essence of the spirit of
Christ. Without it the Christian religion cannot exist.”

(This quotation is from the commentary on | and Il Thessalonians, Titus and Philemon
(pages 100-101) by David Lipscomb and J. W. Shepherd; specificaly on Il Thessalonians 2:11.
Roelf Ruffner, the preacher of the High Plains church in Cheyenne, WY found this quote. (Ed.
K.J.C)).

This quotation should cause al to ponder and many in the brotherhood today to repent!




