PREPOSISTIONS

ome of the divisions that exist in Christianity do not result from the complicated positions
Sthai theol ogians have taken; sometimes they occur over just words that are so small that they

only contain a few letters. The Greek preposition, eis, for example, has inspired quite a bit of
controversy—especially as it relates to Acts 2:38. Lexicons agree that the word there should be
translated “for” or “unto.”
But because an accurate trandation does not fit the theology of some, they have insisted that eis be trans-
lated “because of”—even though no reliable trandation has done so; even most paraphrases refuse to be
that brazenly interpretive.
Acts 2:38, Mark 1:4 and Luke 3:3, contain the Greek phrase, eis aphesin hamartion. Peter preached
to those on Pentecost that they were to repent and be baptized “for the remission of sins.” Lexicons
will explain that eis shows forward direction. People are baptized “for” (that is, in order to obtain) the
forgiveness (aphesin) of sins (hamartion). Even the 1978 New International Version made this point
clear when they translated Acts 2:38 thus:

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ so that
your sins may be forgiven, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
Although the wording is a little loose, it conveys the right idea. Needless to say, many protested the
wording; so in later editions so that your sins may be forgiven was changed to for the forgiveness of
your sins.
Do all of these passages mean that we are baptized in order to be forgiven of sins, or are we baptized
because our sins have already been forgiven? Even the context itself repudiates the latter interpretation.
Peter was addressing those who wanted to know what to do about their sins. How could he possibly be
telling them their sins were already forgiven when that is the very nature of their inquiry—how to obtain
forgiveness? The "” because of” interpretation would have these sinners asking, “Men and brethren, what
shall we do?’ and Peter responding, “Don't worry. You're already saved. Now be baptized because
you are saved.” Who can believe it?
Furthermore, baptism and repentance are linked by the word and; therefore, if they are to be baptized
because they are saved, they must also repent because they are saved, which clearly puts the cart before
the horse. No one is saved and then repents; people repent in order to be saved. They are baptized
for the same reason.
In addition, there is a fourth passage with the identical phraseology as in Mark 1:4, Luke 3:3, and
Acts 2:38. As Jesus is explaining that His disciples remember Him by means of the unleavened
bread and the fruit of the vine, He says that the cup (meaning its contents, the fruit of the vine) was
His blood, which was about to be shed for many eis aphesin hamartion. Now did Jesus die on the cross
because people aready had forgiveness of their sins, or did He die “for the remission of sins’ (that is,
in order to obtain forgiveness for men)? Whatever the phrase means in one verse, it means in all
four. Obviously, Jesus died so that we might have forgiveness of sins, and we repent and are baptized
for the same reason.
Those who have a love for the truth (2 Thess. 2:10) will not stumble over little prepositions. Those
who gladly heard Peter preach on the Day of Pentecost were baptized (Acts 2:41). They became
serious and dedicated Christians (Acts 2:42). Only those who have been indoctrinated otherwise have a
problem with this passage and the preposition; sincere and honest souls still follow Peter's inspired
words.
Gary W. Summers, Winter Park, FL
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Some Thoughts on the Greatest Prophet of Them All: the Prophet of Prophets
s John opens his account of the life of Christ, he tells of the work of John the Baptist. On one occasion,
A priests and Levites from Jerusalem went to John and inquired as to whether or not he was the Christ (John
1:19-23). When John denied being the long-awaited Messiah, the priests and Levites then asked if he was
Elijah, to which John answered: “I am not” They then asked: “Are you the Prophet?’ They wanted to know if John
was “the Prophet” Moses had promised centuries before--the answer was “No.”
The reason for this question was because God would raise up a Prophet “from your midst, from your brethren”
(Deu. 18:15—NKJV). Therefore, there would be no reason for Isragl to turn to heathen soothsayers. God was going
to raise up a body of prophets to declare His words, and later He would raise up one great Prophet who alone could
compare to Moses.
What did Moses say about Christ? God told Moses:
| will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth,
and He shall speak to them all that I command Him. And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words,
which He speaksin MY name, | will require it of him (Deu. 18:18-19).
This passage was speaking of Christ, for Peter quoted it in Acts 3:22-23 and applied it to Him. Stephen quoted this
same passage in the sermon that cost him hislife (Acts 7:37).
Additionally, it was in the region of the Sea of Galilee that Jesus fed the 5,000 with “five barley loaves and two
small fish” (John 6:1-14). When the people had been fed and there was still bread to spare, they said: “Thisistruly
the Prophet who is to come into the world” (John 6:14). Jesus is God's final spokesman. The Hebrews writer
reminds us of how God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets,
hasin these last days spoken to us by His Son (1-leb. 1:1-2).
The Hebrews writer mentions the consequences of neglecting the message of Christ.
Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away. For if the word
spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received ajust reward, how
shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was
confirmed to us by those who heard Him, God also bearing withess both with signs and wonders, with various
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will? (Heb. 2:1-4).
Have you listened to the words of Christ, God's final spokesman? If you reject the message of Christ (the Gospel),
you will have rejected your only means of eternal salvation! Take advantage of this opportunity while it is still
available.
Johnny Oxendine
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v GUEST EDITORIAL:

KEN s A visitor to our Country has had a great deal of press. His name is Joseph Alois

BN g Ratzinger, and goes by the title of Pope Benedict XVI. Our President, Mr. Bush,
l‘o greeted him with the words of “holy father.” President Bush should know the Bible better

than he does. In addition, Mr. Ratzinger should know the Bible better than he does, for he accepted
the words, holy father, applied to him. Yet, our Lord said, “And call no man your father upon the earth:
for oneisyour Father, which isin heaven” (Matthew 23:9).
The Catholic Church accepts Peter as their first pope, from what | understand. If that is the case, it would
seem that they would follow the actions of Peter when put in a similar situation. Peter came to the house
of aman by the name of Cornelius. When Peter camein, “...Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet,
and worshipped him” (Acts 10:25). Peter’s actions were such that left no doubt that Peter was not to be
worshipped. Peter “...took him (Cornelius) up, saying, Stand up; | myself also am aman” (Acts 10:26).
Mr. Ratzinger, as one paper reports, urged his listeners to “use the blessings of freedom” and “build a
future of hope.” (Had he been listening to Senator Barrack Obama?) The “blessings of freedom” have
not always been available to members of the Catholic Church. The idea of the Bible being chained to the
pulpit, was still around when | was just a young man. For many members, even with the “blessings of
freedom,” a closed Bible is satisfactory to them. Our Country alows “the blessings of freedom;” many
countries do not. We, as members of the body of Christ, should urge people to us “the blessings of
freedom” to open their eyes and their Bibles to the truth of God’s Word! If they would, there would not
be a “holy father.” Our President would not be welcoming a person that goes by the title of Pope
Benedict XVI. But, alas, as Paul quoted Isaiah, “Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall
hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: 27 For the heart of thispeopleis
waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with
their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and |
should heal them” (Acts 28:26-27).
Mr. Ratzinger urged his listeners to “build a future of hope.” However, if people continue following this
man and his religion, what kind of hope will they have? Do they have hope of heaven? Do they have the
hope of Jesus confessing them before His Father? Do they have hope that they will be will al the
redeemed? Peter wrote of this, “ These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to
whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever. 18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity,
they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from
them who live in error. 19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of
corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage” (2 Peter 2:17-19).
The only was that one can “build a future of hope” is by reading, studying, and obeying the Bible. Did
Mr. Ratzinger emphasize thisin his travelsin our country?
We can be free, truly free from the burden and bondage of sin by the blood of Jesus Christ. We can have
a“future of hope” if Christ isour life. The words concerning our Lord and Savior ring loud, “And being
made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him” (Hebrews 5:9).
Beloved, Jesus said, “My mother and my brethren are these which hear the word of God, and do it”
(Luke 8:21). May al of us“hear” and “do” God's word.

Jimmie Z. Gribble
Portsmouth, VA
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NEWSAND NOTES

Keep in your prayers the following: Helen Culpepper, Pam Gossett and mother, Kathy Treadway’s
mother, Lavonne McClish, Ken and Linda Chumbley, and Rachel Fitzpatrick’s aunt (Eula Baker) who
has cancer, Maomi Aaron’ sister who has having health problems and the Moulton family in England.
There will be a pot-luck fellowship will follow morning worship today. Plan to stay and eat together.
Glenn Aaron continues to recuperate from surgery at home. Let us keep him in our prayers.
Sister Grimsley is home but has been ill.

Pam Gossett responded to the invitation Wednesday evening asking for the prayers of church
and that she had not been faithful or set a good example.

BY WHAT ARE PEOPLE SAVED?

One of the most fatal, mistakes made in Bible study is not taking all that the Word of God teaches on
acertain subject. For example, many of our denominational friends will take one passage on salvation
and isolate it from others, making it seem that thisis all that the Bible teaches on the subject. They do
this with such passages as Romans 11:5-6 on grace and Ephesians 2:8-9 on faith, saying that we are
saved by grace alone or by faith only The truth of the matter is that salvation (forgiveness,
justification, redemption, etc)) is attributed to a number of things in the Bible. The following: are a
few examples:

1. THE GOSPEL - “...the gospel of Chrigt...is the power of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth...” (Romans .1:16).

2. THE BLOOD OF CHRIST —“...being now justified by his blood” (Romans 5:9)..

3. THE DEATH. OF CHRIST - “..we were reconciled to God by the of: death of his
Son..” (Romans 5:10).

4. THE LIFE OF CHRIST — “much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life’
(Romans 5:10).

5. OBEDIENCE - “...ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered
you. Being then made free from sin...” (Romans 6:17-1 8).

6.WQRKS--- "...by works aman isjustified, and not by faith only” (James 2:24).

7. REPENTANCE — “Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life” (Acts. |
1:18).

8.  BAPTISM —“...baptism doth also now save us’ (I Peter 3:2 1).

9.  HOPE-"For we are saved by hope” (Romans 8:24).

10. ENDURING-"“...hethat endureth to the end shall be saved” (Mattthew 10:22).

Other things, could be listed, but these should show that, al Bible teaching must be considered to
arrive at an understanding of the thingsinvolved in man's salvation.
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