
THE EMPTY SEAT
hen David was fleeing from Saul, Jonathan said to him: “...To morrow is the new moon; and
thou shalt be missed, because thy seat will be empty” (I Sam. 20:18). He knew that he
would miss his beloved friend when they came to the table. On the night before the Lord’s

death when the disciples were breaking bread together, Jesus knew that it would not be long until there
would be an empty seat at the table. It would be the seat of Judas Iscariot who would soon go out to
betray Him. “He then went out immediately. And it was night” (John 13:30b). How it must have
broken the heart of our Lord to know that one of His own disciples had “lifted up his heel” against Him
(John 13:18; Psa. 41:9).

God has spoken very plainly about the fact that He expects His people to be present when the saints
assemble together, and His Heart Must Be Broken Today Over Empty Seats. “Not forsaking the as-
sembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the
more, as ye see the day approaching” (Heb. 10:25).

The Empty Seat Has An Eloquent Tongue! It says to the other members, “I don’t need fellowship
with you.” It says to the world, “There are more important things than worshipping God and
studying His word.” It says to the preacher and Bible teachers, “I have nothing to learn from your
lessons.” It declares to the elders, “I do not care about the account that one day you must give for
the flock.” It says to babes in Christ and children, “I am unconcerned about my example before you.”
Most importantly, it says to Christ, “There are places I had rather be than in thy presence and worshipping
the Father.”

The Lord declared: “...I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing
praise unto thee” (Heb. 2:12). What a wonderful blessing for God’s obedient people! He is right in their
midst when they assemble in His name.

For something to be done in the name of the Lord Jesus means that it is to be done in accordance
with, and in obedience to, His word. This fact is verified by Colossians 3:17: “And whatsoever ye do in
word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”

Therefore, when the Lord’s Church comes together for worship, He is right in her midst. What a
privilege it is to assemble on the Lord’s day with those of “like precious faith” to worship God in spirit
and in truth! Indeed we have the assurance of Christ. However, we are moved to ask: Is this promise true
only for Lord’s day morning? Is it not also true for the other times when the saints meet for the purpose of
worshipping in the name of Jesus Christ? Is it not also true for the services of a Gospel Meeting? What
about the evening worship periods of the Church? Do we not come together in His name at these times
also to keep His commandments and to do His will? Surely Christ considers these meetings to be in His
name as well as the Lord‘s day morning assembly.

“I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lord” (Psa. 122:1).
When we come together again, those who truly love God will be here, and they will be glad. Jesus
Christ will be here also. Jesus Will Be Here. Where Will You Be? Jesus said: ...Where I am there
shall also my servant be...” (John 12:26).

Danny Douglas
Dresden, TN
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“Ye are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14)
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DO YOU GET RELIGION?

ome people talk about getting religion as if it could be obtained in a similar fashion as one might get a
contagious disease such as chicken pox. Religion is what a person does or does not do rather than
something caught. James, by inspiration, declared, “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the

Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the
world” (James 1:27). By that passage, we learn that the individual is responsible to keep his or her religious
endeavors pure and undefiled. This is accomplished by what we do and do not do. The Bible teaches both positive
and negatively concerning the Christian religion. Titus 2:11-14 is a good example of this type of teaching. That
passage is as follows: “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men. Teaching us
that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present
world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar
people, zealous of good works.”
In defining the word “religion”; the main body of the word, “ligion” means to bind together. The prefix “re” carries
the concept of repetition. Hence, the word religion means to bind back. Using that word in reference to God and
man, it means to bring man back to God. The human race, in the persons of Adam and Eve, was in fellowship with
God until sin separated man from God. Every human being, who has reached the mental state of accountability
before God, does not enter into a lost state until he or she sins. It is at that time that an individual’s own sins
separate him or her from God (Isaiah 59:1-2). When a person sins, that person is out of harmony with the will of the
Heavenly Father. The process of bringing anyone into harmony with God is called reconciliation. Our Lord does not
need to be brought into harmony with us, but rather we need to be reconciled unto Him. Consider the following
words of the Apostle Paul: “And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and
hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.
Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s
stead, be ye reconciled to God. For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:18-21).
Phraseology such as “to get religion,” “to profess religion,” and “to experience religion” depicts a
misunderstanding of God’s means of bringing a soul back into harmony with His will. As already brought out, the
religion of the Heavenly Father requires involvement on our part. It is not a mystical act of the Holy Spirit upon our
spiritual heart to convert us. The inspired Word was given unto mankind for that purpose. James urges us to
“…receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. But be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves” (James 1:21-22).

Dub Mowery, Pritchett, TX
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CHOICES HAVE CONSEQUENCES
In the beginning, when God created Adam and Eve, He created them to be

creatures of choice and not robots that had to do His will. In the Garden of Eden,
Adam was told: “Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of

the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it” (Genesis 2:16-17a). That Adam was
able to make to make a choice is clearly seen in that God set forth a consequence if he violated
that restriction: “: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” (Genesis 2:17b).
Eve was also aware of the restriction that God had made and the consequences of making a
wrong choice. When she was confronted by the serpent, she stated: “We may eat of the fruit of
the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath
said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die” (Genesis 3:2-3).
We all know of the choice that Adam and Eve made when the serpent (Satan) was able to
convince Eve that God didn’t really mean what He said. She was able to convince Adam and
both made the choice to partake of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Now, Adam
might try to say it was Eve’s fault and Eve might try to place the blame at the feet of the serpent
but those excuses would not fly. They both made the choice and thus both bore the
consequences of that decision. They might have felt like the consequences of eating the fruit
where good based on what they saw and the immediate results. However, the real consequences
came later when, true to His Word, they died, spiritually, and were thrust out of their home in
Eden. Other consequences followed for them, as we read from Genesis 3:15-24. However, that
was not all for all men and women have suffered the consequences of the sin of Adam and Eve.
All men are not guilty of the sin of Adam and Eve, only they are guilty of that sin but the
consequences of their sin is their lot (Romans 5:12-14; I Corinthians 15:22).
One lesson all need to learn, in every area of life, is that each choice that we make brings
consequences. When one makes a good choice, there can be good consequences. Bad choices
can bring bad consequences. Note I did not say that every good choice brings good
consequences or vice versa. Paul made a good choice when he was obedient to the Gospel of
Christ but, as we read some of the consequences were not good. However, it is clear that the
eternal consequences, as Paul teaches, were all good. Sometimes people make bad choices and,
the immediate consequences may be good. For example, one may choose to rob a bank. The
initial consequences are good – they have lots of extra money. However, the good consequences
do not last. Often they end when the bank robber is apprehended and he has to give up his loot
and also will probably loose his freedom. Further, if the robber is not repentant, there will be
eternal consequences that are not good.
All are called upon to make a choice – whether or not to serve God and be obedient to His will.
God has told us of the consequences of that choice. What is your choice? Will you choose to
serve God and be obedient to His will? That choice brings eternal consequences with respect to
Heaven and Hell. God does not want any to perish but desires all to come to repentance and be
saved (II Peter 3:9). However, each individual has to make that choice bearing in mind the
eternal consequences.

Ken Chumbley

NEWS AND NOTES

Keep in your prayers the following: Helen Culpepper, Pam Gossett and mother, Lavonne McClish,
Linda Chumbley, and Rachel Fitzpatrick’s aunt (Eula Baker) who has cancer, Maomi Aaron’ sister
who has having health problems, and Tim Smith.
Parys Mitchell has a hairline fracture in her knee as a result of a fall.
Lanny Niver was unwell and had to go home Sunday. He has been diagnosed with a bleeding ulcer.
Rachel Fitzpatrick and Myrtle Grimsley were out of town on Sunday.
Susan Arnold was sick and not able to be out Wednesday.

On Not Allowing the World to Dictate
to Us What the Standards Should Be

Too often people are affected by what the world says (or thinks). Even in the church some allow the
thoughts of the secular confidant to carry greater weight than that of biblically informed
brethren. Often what we think of as the “greatest” (idea, investment, plan) is not based upon what
truly has affected us as great (salvation), but what society as a whole pressures us to think of as
“great.” The “great” must be someone who has achieved fame, is above average, esteemed highly,
accomplished some outstanding achievement, or attained special academic status. And while some
may attain such levels in this life, the majority of the earth’s population simply will not measure up,
at least, according to the world’s standard.
How comforting then is it (for the faithful) to know that God does not have the same standard as the
world? There was one occasion in the life of Jesus when his disciples took up this very question:
“Who is the greatest?” (Mat. 18:1). The next few verses read:
And Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them, And said, Verily I say unto
you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of
heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven (Mat. 18:2-4).
Another example was when some disciples were arguing over who would sit on the right hand and
left of Jesus in the kingdom. We read Jesus response in Matthew 20:25-28:
But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Ye know that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion
over them, and they that are great exercise authority upon them. But it shall not be so among you: but
whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister;
And whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: Even as the Son of man came not to
be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.
It is not the “great” who will be the “greatest” in God’s kingdom, but the one who humbles himself
and becomes everyone else’s servant.

Johnny Oxendine
San Mateo, CA


