
Preaching—a Joy, a Responsibility, a Trust

hat a joy and privilege to proclaim the blessed Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ! Truly, no work on earth can begin to compare with the precious labor of
speaking the soul-saving message (Rom. 1:16) of Him who loved us and died for us

(Gal. 2:20) to a world that is blindly groping in sin! In preaching the Gospel, we feel both the
honor of being a “fellow-worker with God” (1 Cor. 3:9) and also the weighty responsibility to
carefully consider what we teach and preach (Jam. 3:1; 1 Tim. 4:16), knowing that we too, will
one day give account of ourselves (2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 14:12). Sadly though, we see almost daily
a modern-day “Alexander” or “Hymenaeus” making shipwreck of the faith (1 Tim. 1:19-20) by
preaching unsound words and a perverted Gospel intended to tickle itching ears (2 Tim. 4:3).
Instead of preaching the “whole counsel of God” so they might be innocent of the blood of all
men (Acts 20:26-27), some refrain from a bold proclamation of the truth, thereby contributing to
error and Satan’s cause.
It alarms me as a Gospel preacher to see the direction that a vast number of preachers (and
congregations) are headed. The clarion call of times past to “preach the word” (2 Tim. 4:2) in all
its power (Heb. 4:12) falls on many deaf ears, and so many congregations of the Lord’s people
now rehearse the words of a fickle people: “Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us
smooth things” (Isa. 30:10).
When I was a young boy, I knew that when traveling we could visit any congregation of the
Lord’s people and be reasonably certain of hearing the truth proclaimed. That is certainly not
the case today. It has become increasingly popular for a growing number of preachers to preach
only that which the brethren will tolerate (and in some cases, brethren will not tolerate much
sound preaching at all). Popular trends include:
(1) The stern denouncement of the faithful soldiers of times past and present as “dogmatic” and
“divisive” when in fact they were, and are following in the paths of Jesus, Paul, Peter, Stephen,
and other noble preachers.
(2) The proclamation of love as the “ultimate cure-all” when in truth, love for God and our
fellowman compels the dedicated disciple to point out error, and contend for that which is right
(Jude 3).
(3) The disastrous notion that sin in the body is best handled by “looking the other way,” while
Paul plainly tells us that sin unchecked will spread throughout the church (1 Cor. 5:6), and false
doctrine spreads like a disease (2 Tim. 2:17) to overthrow the faith of some (2:18; Tit. 1:10-11).
(4) Some brethren apologizing publicly for the “harsh and sectarian spirit” that they allege
characterizes the Lord’s people who stand firm for the truth. I believe most faithful Christians
will join me in saying, “I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God unto
salvation” (Rom. 1:16). As for those who apologize for the sound brethren among us, let them
speak for themselves; we owe no apology for vigorous proclamation and defense of the truth!
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Do Numbers Equal Strength?

“Yes” and “No.” The Bible urges Christians to grow and mature in the faith and to thereby become strong
(Eph. 6:10, et al.). What God desires for His individual saints, He also desires for the local congregations
of His church.
Most people can hardly conceive of success in any field (including religion) apart from large numbers of
people and dollars. Church growth and strength are commonly measured by these standards. Such
thinking has infected the Lord’s people to an alarming degree. These surface signs of “growth” and
“strength” have become so important to some elderships and preachers that they have made these an
end in themselves. Several congregations are attracting large numbers of people and dollars nowadays.
Gullible brethren exclaim over them: “Look how big and strong they are,” or “They must be doing
something right.”
Who are they attracting, and to what? Often they are attracting doctrinally soft, materialistic, worldly
brethren from surrounding congregations (or even some from denominations) who want to live as they
please and on Sunday be made to feel “It is well with my soul.” They are attracting folks in their second
(or more) unscriptural marriage who never want to be told that they are living in adultery. They are
employing popular, pleasing preachers with the bait of “fun and games” that appeals far more to the flesh
than to the spirit. They have mistaken a highly-structured program of constant activity (sometimes
planned and promoted by a “minister of involvement”) for the practice of pure and simple Christianity.
Ironically, numerical growth has convinced them that they are God-blessed. (The rapidly growing
denominations are convinced of the same thing by the same evidences, by the way.) Numbers can be a
wonderful encouragement and even a power in the Lord’s army, but only when they are truly devoted to
Him. Gideon’s army (Jud. 7) should remind us that spiritual power rests not with numbers, but with those
who serve the Lord, even if they are few.
Let us continue to plant and water the seed of the kingdom lovingly, boldly, and faithfully—and let God
give His increase (1 Cor. 3:6). Regardless of its numbers of men or of dollars, a religious cause is utterly
powerless and is even the enemy of God if it rests not firmly on the Word of God. These things being so,
there is more spiritual power in only 100 saints who love the Lord and His Truth without compromise than
in 100,000 whose great concern is with popular fads and trends in morals and doctrine.

Dub McClish
Denton, TX
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Who Are You Associating With, and Does It Matter?

Brethren many times I’ve heard the question “Where does it say I can’t associate
with that person”? Or even the statement “Well, it’s up to me who I see.”

Let me give you all a brief answer to this very question, especially to some brethren here at
Summer Lane (the congregation where Ricci labors):

When we learn what God in His Word has declared as sinful, we are expected to make changes
in our lifestyles. We may change and slip back into our old ways. Every person experiences
regression in their growth process. The faithful covenant Christian keeps trying until his life is
perfected (matured) for Christ, but some people surround themselves with people who have all
kinds of ugly habits.

Paul warned covenant Christians in Eph 5:1.

Pay particular attention to verse 4:

“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. But sexual immorality and all
impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. Let
there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead
let there be thanksgiving. For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral
or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ
and God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of
God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not become partners with them; for at
one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the
fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to
the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is
shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret.

Paul gave some more advice in I Corinthians 15 verses 33-34: “Do not be deceived: "Bad
company corrupts good morals." Become sober-minded as you ought, and stop sinning; for
some have no knowledge of God. I speak this to your shame (ESV).

Let me ask you the question, reworded: “Who are you associating with, and Does it matter”?
Ricci Gambino, Birmingham, England

Ricci is a young man that we are working with in England. He is a policeman by profession but
does a lot of preaching at the Summer Lane church as he seeks to get them to return to the old
paths. He will be one of the speakers at the lectureship in Mildenhall on March 7. Please keep
the work in England in your prayers.

Ken Chumbley

NEWS AND NOTES
Keep in your prayers the following: Helen Culpepper, Pam Gossett, Lavonne McClish, Linda
Chumbley, and Rachel Fitzpatrick’s aunt (Eula Baker) who has cancer, Maomi Aaron’ sister
who is having health problems, Myrtle Grimsley, Lanny Niver together with his daughter, and
Tim Smith.
Myrtle Grimsley and Lanny Niver were sick and unable to be out last Sunday.
Ken Chumbley will be leaving for England tomorrow, Lord willing to work with the brethren.
Please keep him and the work there in your prayers.

Preaching – a Joy, a Responsibility, a Trust continued from page 4.

With each passing day, I come to understand and appreciate more the need and emphasis
placed on preaching and teaching sound doctrine (Tit. 2:1; 2 Tim. 1:13), the warnings against
apostasy (1 Tim. 4:1ff; 2 Tim. 4:3-4), and the duty of God’s preacher (1 Tim. 4:6; 1 Tim.
6:12).

Preaching is thrilling and joyous as we see the Word of God touch hearts and move men to
salvation through Jesus Christ. So apt are the words of an old song:

Into our hands the gospel is given,
Into our hands is given the light,
Haste, let us carry God’s precious message,
Guiding the erring back to the right.

Preaching the Gospel is also a trust (Tit. 1:3; 1 Tim. 1:11) that we dare not betray! May we
all, as heralds of the good news, defend (Phi. 1:16) and guard that precious treasure, the
undiluted Gospel, so judgment will see us rejoicing with the faithful warriors of ages past.
May we speak the truth in love (Eph. 4:15) and with boldness (Acts 4:32; Eph. 6:20) as
seeking to please God, not men (1 The. 2:4). Let us ever remember the sterling admonition of
Paul to Timothy: “O Timothy, guard that which is committed unto thee” (1 Tim. 6:20). May
we “Preach the Word” with zeal and enthusiasm.

Lynn Parker
Kingsbury, TX


