LIBERALISM —WHAT ISIT? Continued from page 1.

T F The Bible teaches that being loving, longsuffering, patient, meek, gentle, kind and
merciful with a person, whether in the church or out of it, forbids reproving the
person’s sins with whom one is loving, longsuffering, etc.

T F Paul was mean-spirited toward the Corinthian brethren when he asked: “What will
ye? shall | come unto you with arod, or in love, and in the spirit of meekness’ (1 Cor.
4:21).

T F Paul manifested aloving spirit when he told the Philippian brethren: “And this pray,

that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in al judgment”

(Phi. 1:9).

F Paul hated the Corinthians and loved the Philippians.

F Paul loved both the Corinthians and the Philippians because he told them what their

spiritual condition determined they should be told.

Before answering the following questions. read Acts 13:4-12

Paul loved Sergius Paulus, but hated Barjesus (Elymas).

Paul should have said to Sergius Paulus what he said to Barjesus.

The Holy Spirit had Paul use harsh and unkind words when he addressed Barjesus.

The words of the Holy Spirit through Paul to Barjesus prove that neither Paul nor the

Holy Spirit loved Barjesus.

There was a difference in the attitude of Sergius Paulus and Barjesus, but Paul dealt

with both of them in a Christian spirit.

T F When a person, in or out of the church, loves the sins he commits and refuses to be
corrected by words of truth, any words used to condemn his sins are, in his sight,
harsh and unkind.

T F Oneloves his brother when he refuses to tell him the truth of the gospel he needs to
hear in order for him to turn from his sins.

T F Unkind and harsh words are words that a person does not deserve to have said to
him.

T F An example of words a person does not deserve to have said to him are the words
Paul said to Ananias the high priest, “God shall smite thee, thou whited wall” (Acts
23:1-5).

T F The following words of Stephen to his audience are words his audience did not
deserve to hear: “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do aways
resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye” (Acts 7:5 1).

T F Paul told Timothy that “the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all
men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose t themselves; if
God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; And
that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive
by him at hiswill” (2 Tim. 2:24-26).
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Continued on page 3

T LIBERALISM-WHAT IS I'T?

The word “liberal” is a generic term which may refer to good as well as evil. One should

be liberal in his financial contribution to the Lord (I Cor. 161-2:2Cor. 8:2,7). On the

other hand, liberalism in doctrine and practice is to loose people from what God in his
word has bound upon them (2 John 9-ASV). Said doctrines, if believed and practiced, will send
one to hell. Liberals are people who, in belief and practice, will not be limited by the truth of the
New Testament (Jam. 1:5). They want greater liberty than what God' s word allows,
It is amazing that brethren can have liberals (in belief and practice) in their midst for years and
not recognize them for what they are. Why is this? Some of the reasons are: 1) genera
ignorance of the contents of the Bible (Hos. 4:6); 2) no respect for Bible authority (Col. 3:17);
3) ignorance of how to ascertain Bible authority (2 Tim 2:15); 4) not convicted by the biblical
truth known (Heb. 4:2,6); 5) convicted by the truth, but without the courage of one's
convictions (cowards) (John 12:42); and 6) false concepts of longsuffering, patience,
forbearance, meekness, gentleness, kindness, mercy, and love (Rom. 11:22). Which one of these
biblical concepts listed in point six allows for the belief, practice, and propagation of error?
Which one implies that sin should not be exposed and rebuked?
It should be clearly understood that truth never implies error, nor does error ever imply truth.
So, a doctrine or view that implies error is itself erroneous if one’s concept of longsuffering
implies perpetually tolerating the erroneous conduct of brethren, he has the wrong concept of
longsuffering. If one thinks love of the sinner, in or out of the church, does not permit correcting
the fault in his life, he has a false concept of love, People who showed their love for the gospel
were treated differently from those who manifested their rebelliousness to God and his word.
One would think a mere cursory reading of the Bible would establish this point.
Please consider the true/false statements below. Such statements will help us see the erroneous
definition some give to the terms used above in point six as well as the fallacious reasoning
regarding those terms.
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“ And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth
and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only
evil continually” (Genesis 6:5).

Thus, we see God's summation of mankind’s situation in the world before the flood in the days
of Noah. Although thisis a picture of what the situation was like about 6000 years ago, it could
well describe the world in which we live today in this the twenty first century.

Our minds today are continually bombarded and polluted with all manner of evil. At work or
school it is difficult to escape this bombardment. Even our homes are not secure from this since
much of the fare that is offered on television is unfit for human consumption and continues to
worsen with some of the newer productions on the network channels as well as on some of the
regular cable channels, to say nothing of the so-called “premium” channels. Indeed, even some
of the promotional material for the shows leaves much to be desired when it is shown at times
when a lot of children will be watching television. The same can be said of many of the movies
and books that are currently being produced and thrust on the public. It used to be that one could
find a number of “G” rated movies that would provide wholesome family entertainment.
However, today, they are few and far between with many more being rated “PG” or “PG13”
because of language, violence or suggestive sexual statements or acts. Indeed, when one does
find a“G” rated movie today it often leaves much to be desired. Even some of the shows on
television that are aimed at teens are questionable to say the least. Then we add to that the
pervasiveness of the internet and cell phones and text messaging, both are wonderful and helpful
inventions but about which we hear a great deal concerning the evils that are perpetrated through
them.

Whether the date is 4000 BC or 2010 AD, man seems to have changed very little. This world is
no different from generations that have preceded it. The generation of Noah was evil, the
generation of Moses was evil (Deuteronomy 1:35). Peter’s generation was evil (Acts 2:40). and
Paul said that Jesus Christ “ gave himself for our sins that he might deliver us from this present
evil world” (Galatians 1:4).

The world of Noah's day waked in darkness, but there was a ray of light; that light was
manifested in a statement about Noah. “Noah walked with God” (Genesis 6:9). Noah was
different in a polluted world, he walked with God. It was not easy for him, but he did and it will
not be easy for us in our generation. Noah, because of his walk with God found “grace in the
eyes of the Lord” (Genesis 6:8). We can too, if we will walk with the Lord. We can “shine as
lights” in the “midst of a crooked and perverse nation” (Philippians 2:15). Thisworld will come
to an end, but not by flood (Il Peter 3:10), thus Peter exhorts, “what manner of persons ought ye
to bein all holy conversation and godliness’ (Il Peter 3:1
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NEWSAND NOTES

Keep in your prayers the following: Helen Culpepper, Pam Gossett, Lavonne McClish, Linda
Chumbley, Maomi Aaron’s sister, Leann Rogers, who is having health problems, and
Lanny Niver together with his daughter and son, and Tim Smith.

It was good to have Cynthia Wilson with us last Sunday even if it was only for a short time.
She has now returned to M assachusetts.

It was also good to have Dawn Mason’'s parents, Duncan and Diane Mason visiting with us
from England.
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T FWhen Paul withstood Peter to the face because of Peter’s sin, he was practicing the principles
he had given Timothy concerning how to correct brethrenin error (Gal. 2:11ff).
The liberal mind will always allow for itself what it will not allow in others. It will argue with you
that is wrong to argue; it will practice on you what it seeks to condemn in you; it will become
angry at you because it ascribes anger to you; it is critical of criticism; it gossips to oppose
gossiping; it pronounces judgment on those it deems guilty of judging; it sows discord among
brethren under the guise of building unity; and it declares: “If | cannot rule, | will ruin.” Its evil,
black, sinful work is accomplished under the cloak of darkness in back rooms, back alleys, over
telephones and through email.
It is the coward's way; the way of the self-willed and selfish. It will never meet on the public
polemic platform of honest, forthright debate. It is the tool of liars and hypocrites, sired by the
father of such, Satan himself__ It is a mind full of vindictiveness and hate. It constantly seeks its
own to the hurt of those it professes to love. It isamind that to one's face is al smiles and with a
warm handshake wishes you the best, but behind your back plots your overthrow by any means
possible.
Peter and Jude in no uncertain terms described such foul characters (2 Pet. 2; Jude). Paul declares
how they must be dealt with, and we are no better than they if we refuse to obey God in how to deal
with them (Rom. 16:17-18). Of such, John, the apostle of love wrote: “They went out from us, but
they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but
they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us’ (1 John 2;19). He who
wrote the great chapter on love declared that love “rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the
truth” (1 Cor: 13:6).
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