
Present Day Sodom
veryone familiar with the Bible can recall the fate of the wicked cities of the Plain in
Genesis 19. Among those cities were Sodom and Gomorrah, cities whose moral
decadence was so great that their very names have come to be associated in our

vernacular with debauchery and sexual perversion. Their evil in going after strange flesh helped
doom them to a state of ignominious disrepute rarely paralleled in history. The evils of Sodom
in the practice of homosexuality gave rise to the name “sodomite” as a synonym for
“homosexual.”

Today a new Sodom darkens the earth. It is a land where homosexuality is flaunted as merely an
alternate life-style. In one of its major cities the number of practicing sodomites is estimated to
include one out of every five people in its census. One film company recently put out a movie in
which the Saviour and Lord of glory was portrayed as an effeminate homosexual who also had
flings with Martha and Mary. It is a land where some religious leaders have stepped to the
forefront to defend such practices as normal and wholesome.

One Pentecostal minister, familiar to millions in his homeland, was defrocked by his
denomination due in part to accusations that he engaged in this type of conduct himself. A bill
that would grant full civil rights on the grounds of sexual preference has been introduced into
this nation’s legislature. This law, if passed, would grant the same rights that exist under the law
to all despite race or ethnic origin to any wishing to practice an aberrant form of sexual
behavior. An amendment to this nation’s constitution was narrowly defeated. It would have
granted full license to such conduct. A recent scandal rocked its Senate when it was discovered
that several hundreds of thousands of dollars of its federal revenues (tax monies) were given to
homosexual front groups to establish and conduct seminars and clinics on better homosexual
techniques.

By now you have undoubtedly realized that the new Sodom is the United States. The trends that
are in motion moving us toward the ash-heap of history must be reversed. Homosexuality must
be denounced from our pulpits and its practitioners among our own members (and there are
more than one might imagine normally!) disciplined. It is a sin (cf. Rom. 1:26-28; Jude 7). If
there are not enough righteous left to deliver this nation, then it—as did the cities of the Plain
before—shall fall! (cf. Ezek. 22:30-31). May God open our eyes to see the bleak and dismal
future for our land and our children if we fail to stand for what is right! If God’s people cannot
be depended upon to further sound moral values, then who can?

Daniel Denham
Newport News, VA
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Promoting Unity
e hear of and see a number of things being promoted today. Some are good and some not so good. Some
are scriptural and others are not. One, however, is really impressed as he reads the Galatian letter to see
that Paul surely promoted unity among his brethren.

I do not guess anybody would think he would promote unity on anything less than a Bible basis. But Paul wanted
these brethren to know what real unity was. Take a look at this. “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). So there is no
question about the fact of unity. They occupy the position of unity in Christ and Paul wants to do all he can to
protect the unity they have. How then, will Paul seek to promote unity? What will an apostle’s approach be to such
a vital matter?
For one thing, Paul would help them see the price of division. Listen as he says, “But if ye bite and devour one
another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another” (5:15). That sounds to me like Paul is saying they can
self-destruct or destroy one another. Like two violent and vicious animals who cut and claw one another until both
are disabled beyond recovery. Paul wants his brethren to see that their inward division was too high a price to pay.
One sees this sort of thing in some divorces. Both parties go into court with the intent to destroy the character and
good name of the other. When they emerge from the conflicts both are decimated. The children are left bewildered
and confused and are caught between their hearts and heads. Respect for and confidence in the parents is shaken
and shattered. That is the price one pays for division.
But what could prevent such division? Well, in the first place, one could never allow himself or herself to act like
an animal. Such conduct is manifest in the works of the flesh (5:19-21). But if we give way to the flesh it is obvious
we are not led by the teaching of the Spirit. We will take the carnal approach and that means we are no different
than the man of the world.
However, we can solve the problem of the fellowship of the saints by promoting the fruit of the Spirit in the saints.
Where this is found you have love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and self-
control (5:22-23).
How would you like to be in a situation where only those kinds of folks were found? You say, I would love to be
there. That is exactly what every congregation of the Lord’s people is supposed to be, no more and no less.
Such would surely promote peace.

Winfred Clark
Deceased
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A “MESSIANIC BAPTICOSTAL”!

In the December 24, 2008 edition of “North Augusta Today” an article appears under
the title: “Messianic Jews keep tradition, accept Christian View of Jesus. In this article an

individual is mentioned stated she had come to the Congregation Beth Shalom, the only
“Messianic Jewish synangogue in this area” (they have recently, according to their web site,
moved to North Augusta from Augusta), about 17 years ago “to learn more about Jesus and how
he lived, which is preserved in the Jewish tradition.” She continued stating that she: “had
learned so much about the roots of her faith that her Christian upbringing had left out. I was
getting such a good understanding of the Old testament (at Beth Shalom)…I have a seminary
degree and this was more that I had learned there.” There is one thing that she is reported as
staing in that article that is true: “Messianics don’t celebrate Christmas because God does not
instruct his people throught the Bible to celebrate his birth.” That is the one thing that she has
learned from this group that is true! However, when one examines the beliefs of this “Messanic
Synagogue” it is clear that they do not teach or understand the teaching of the New Testament
even though they may teach more of the Old Testament, and claim to “accept the Christian view
of Jesus.”
Later the individual mentioned in the article refers to herself as a “Messianic Bapticostal’ and
indicates that she attends services at Curtis Baptist and Gracewood United Methodist when she
can and that she “identifies more closely with the Messianic faith now than her Baptist
upbringing.” She needs to look at her Bible again for the same Bible in which she finds no
instruction concerning celebrating Christmas and the birth of Christ also gives no authority for
any “Messianic Bapticostal.” Those who accept and obey the Gospel of Christ are Christians
(Acts 11:26; 26:28; I Peter 4:16) and Christians only. There is no such thing as a “Messianic
Christian,” “Baptist Christian,” “Methodist Christian” or even a “Bapticostal Christian.”
Again that she attend services at the two denominational churches that she mentions shows very
clearly that the “Messianic Synagoue” does not teach what the New Testament teaches with
respect to the church. The Bible teaches that Jesus promised to build but ONE church (Matthew
16:18). That church was purchased with His blood (Acts 20:28). Such purchased required all of
His blood to purchase it, thus there was none left to purchase another. When the Gospel is
preached and one obeys that Gospel, he is not added to a Messianic synagogue (or church), a
Baptist Church, Methodist Church or any other man-made institution (Acts 2:41, 47).
The article also reveals that this “Messianic Synagogue” distinguishes itself from Christianity
with the statement: “Members of the synagogue come from a diverse background, including
Christianity, and they come for differing reasons.”
There are more things that we would like to discuss with respect to the “Congregation Beth
Shalom” that is now meeting in North Augusta, based on the ifnormation that is obtained at their
web site. Lord willing, we will refer to these in another article.

Ken Chumbley

NEWS AND NOTES
Keep in your prayers the following: Helen Culpepper, Pam Gossett, Lavonne McClish, Linda
Chumbley, and Rachel Fitzpatrick’s aunt (Eula Baker) who has cancer, Maomi Aaron’ sister who is
having health problems, Myrtle Grimsley, Lanny Niver together with his daughter and Tim Smith.
Lanny Niver has gone to Tennessee for the holidays. He is still having trouble with his back and was
driven there.
Linda Chumbley had a procedure on her back last Monday and is scheduled for another this Monday to
help relieve pain.
The Wilsons have all of the family in for the holidays. Cynthia is home from Houston, Texas and
Kimberly and Jennifer from Athens, Georgia.
Our first pot luck in 2009 is planned for January 18, after the evening worship. It will be a
chili, soup, sandwiches, etc. meal. Plan to be with us for this meal together.

What the Bible Says about...Noah’s Salvation

Noah Was Saved by Grace. “Grace” is defined as “favor or mercy.” Genesis 6:8 states, “But Noah
found grace in the eyes of the Lord.” The ASV (1901) uses the word “favor” in lieu of “grace.” We
Are Saved by Grace. “For by grace are ye saved through faith” (Ephesians 2:8).
Noah Was Saved by Faith. Hebrews 11:7 reads, “By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house.” We Are Saved by Faith.
Hebrews 11:6 specifies: “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” As noted earlier,
“For by grace are ye saved through faith” (Ephesians 2:8).
Noah Was Saved by Obedience. Notice Hebrews 11:7 (again) with Genesis 6:22: “Thus did Noah;
according to all that God commanded him, so did he.” We Are Saved by Obedience. Jesus Christ
said in Matthew 7:21: “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” The Hebrews author penned,
Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; And being made
perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him (5:8-9).
Noah Was Saved by Water. “Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of
God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were
saved by water” (I Peter. 3:20). We Are Saved by Water. I Peter 3:21 goes on to say: The like figure
whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
Remember, a faith that will not obey is a faith that will not save! Let us always allow God’s Word to
be the last Word!

Jesse Whitlock
Evant, TX


