
What Can We Learn About Angels?
here is much one can learn about angels. Angels are a fascinating subject to study in the Bible.
Everyone at one time or another is interested in angels. Angels are mentioned 273 times in the Scriptures.
Angel literally means “messenger.” They are primarily the ministers of God’s providence.

Angels are not phantoms but real created beings. They were created through Jesus at the beginning of time.
For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him (Col.
1:1617).
Therefore, they are not divine in nature.
Angels are wise but they are not all-knowing. Jesus said that the angels did not know when the end of time
would end. “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only”
(Mat. 24:36). They are powerful but not all-powerful. An angel moved the stone at the tomb of Jesus
(26:53), but, they are not as powerful as God.
Like man, angels are free moral agents. They have a choice to obey or disobey God. Peter stated that God
cast the angels who sinned to hell. For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell,
and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment (2 Pet. 2:4).
God made angels higher on the creation scale than man, because man is made “a little lower than the
angels” (Heb. 2:7). Angels may be higher than men but they must worship in holiness. “And let all the
angels of God worship him- (1:6). And angels must never be worshiped. Paul warned against worshiping
angels in his letter to the church of Christ at Colosse.
Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding
into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind (Col. 2:18).
John was told not to worship angels.
And I John saw these things, and heard them. And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to worship before
the feet of the angel which shewed me these things. Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am thy
fellowservant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this book: worship
God (Rev. 22:8-9).
God has restricted the work of angels on earth since the plan of redemption was delivered. Angels do not tell
a person how to be saved! It is through the preaching of the Gospel of Christ that God’s convincing,
converting, and sustaining power is given to believers, and angels do not preach the Gospel. The
preaching and teaching are delivered through earthen vessels man. “But we have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us” (2 Cor. 4:7).
Jesus is superior to angels!
Being made so much better than the angels, as he bath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than
they. For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And
again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son? (Heb. 1:4-5).
The name “Son” is higher than the name angel. This is why one must look to Jesus and His teaching for
salvation from sins. There is a great deal one can learn about angels and in this short article we haveonlytouched
on this important subject. The fundamental thing to remember is that Jesus is the one we must follow and respect
His authority, because He is God’s Son who died for us on the cross and not an angel.

Paul Vaughn
Lewisport, KY
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That Good Fight of Faith

“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7).
Have you ever thought of the Christian life as a fight? Does it seem peculiar to think of it
in that way? It should not seem peculiar because the Bible speaks of it in those terms on
many occasions. There are many times when people in this world feel there is a need to
fight. More and more, and especially in the sports world, there seems to be the idea that you
cannot let someone get the better of you in some way without striking back at them. The
least of things can spark a conflict between people. What are we fighting about and who are
we fighting for? Shall we fight on Jesus' side whose reward is life, or on the side of sin,
whose wages “is death” (Rom. 6:23)?

The Christian is fighting against the world and Satan. When we consider this Christian
fight we know it is a good one, and for a good cause. It is a spiritual fight, not a physical
fight like the ones we spoke of earlier. We are fighting against things that destroy our liberty
and peace that are in God and through Jesus Christ. In the Christian fight there is no sorrow
when victory comes. There is only joy and a crown of righteousness (2 Tim. 4:8). Why not
leave the strife of the world behind? Leave Satan behind. We would be happy to show you
how to become a Christian soldier by obeying the Gospel plan of salvation. Then let us
fight that good fight of faith by putting on the armor of salvation and striving to finish the
course that our Lord set before us.

Curtis L. E. Graves
Teutopolis, IL
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THE BREVITY OF LIFE
Summer is ended. This is the Labor Day Weekend. School is back in session.

How time passes, it seems just like yesterday we began the year 2008 and now it
is almost nine months old. This past week I was in Sam’s Club and noticed that all of the

Halloween displays were out.

When we are young, time seems to take forever to pass. It is a long time for Christmas to arrive.
School seems to drag on for ever. It seems like it will be forever before we are old enough to get
a driver’s license!

The truth of the matter is life, even when it is long is really very short in the overall scheme of
things. Notice what the Bible has to say about the brevity of life:

1. “Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a
vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away” (James 4:14).

2. “For we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers: our days on the
earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding” (I Chronicles 29:15).

3. “Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth; and mine age is as nothing before
thee: verily every man at his best state is altogether vanity” (Psalm. 39:5).

4. “For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: we spend our years as a tale that is told”
(Psalm 90:9).

5. “Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a shepherd's tent: I have cut off like a
weaver my life: he will cut me off with pining sickness: from day even to night wilt thou
make an end of me” (Isaiah 35:12).

6. “My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, and are spent without hope” (Job 7:6).
7. “Now my days are swifter than a post: they flee away, they see no good” (Job 9:25).
8. “He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth

not” (Job 14:2).
9. “For my days are consumed like smoke, and my bones are burned as an hearth” (Psalm

102:3).
10. “Man is like to vanity: his days are as a shadow that passeth away” (Psalm 144:4).

Yes, even at its best time is short, note again what the Psalmist states: “The days of our years
are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their
strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away” (Psalm 90:10).

What should this teach us then about our own lives. The Psalmist expressed it best: “So teach us
to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom” (Psalm 90:12).

May we seek to uses our hours, our days, our moths and our years wisely.

Ken Chumbley

NEWS AND NOTES

Keep in your prayers the following: Helen Culpepper, Pam Gossett and mother, Lavonne
McClish, Linda Chumbley, and Rachel Fitzpatrick’s aunt (Eula Baker) who has cancer,
Maomi Aaron’ sister who has having health problems, and Tim Smith.
Rachel Fitzpatrick was sick and unable to be out Wednesday evening.
Ron Wilson was in Alabama working on Wednesday.
Sister Grimsley is out of town for a few days.
Our next Pot Luck meal will be on August 31 after the evening services. An Italian theme for
the food has been suggested. Plan to stay and eat with us.

24 Years in the lst Grade

We live in an age of education. Even retired people go to college. With all the emphasis on education, we
need to re-emphasize Bible study. People spend a great portion of life preparing for a profession in this
world, which at best will be used for less than a century, and then spend little time preparing to live for
eternity.

It would take twenty-four years to complete the first grade if public schools met only as often as Sunday
Bible School (if no classes were missed). Suppose one came to class only half of the time-48 years in
the first grade.

At the same time, if a person spends twenty minutes a day on a given subject for a period of twenty years,
he can become an authority in that field. Think what twenty minutes a day over twenty years would
mean in Bible knowledge.

Are you a spiritual first grader? See you in Bible class!
Author Unknown

With school having recently resumed, it is a good time to re-emphasize the importance of Bible study. We need
not only to attend classes but we need to do “homework” as well. We need to study the Bible at home (K.J.C.).


